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US EPA Considers Lowering Motorcycle Sound Emissions Levels  

The Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) has learned that the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has begun collecting data from the industry to consider lowering the allowable decibel 
level for motorcycles. Currently the allowable sound any vehicle can generate is capped at 83db. The 

EPA has sent letters to nine companies that either import or build aftermarket exhaust systems or 

complete motorcycles. This small sample size is troubling for a couple of reasons. First, it is not repre-
sentative of the much larger motorcycling community that will be affected by changing the regulation, 
rendering the survey results questionable at best. Second, any time a federal agency wants to spend 
taxpayer money to survey a group of 10 or more individuals or organizations, they must obtain ap-
proval from the US Office of Management and Budget (OMB).   The approval process isnôt easy and can 
often be drawn out, giving American citizens the right to weigh in on the agencyôs application for per-
mission to survey. However, when an agency only contacts nine organizations, they donôt have to tell 

anyone or get permission from the OMB to move forward on the survey, making the process lack trans-
parency. Why just motorcycles? It appears that the EPA doesnôt want to curb all noise, or even all vehi-
cle noise, just noise coming from two -wheeled vehicles. We at the MRF find that distinction discrimina-
tory and simply unacceptable, not to mention that it suggests a more personal agenda and not an 
agency -wide push. What sort of impact will new decibel levels have on retailers and ultimately motor-
cycle owners? Alarmingly, this does not appear to have been addressed. After reviewing the survey 
questions, it appears that the EPA is only concerned with the impact on manufacturers.  While public 

correspondence has not revealed the EPAôs true intention to lower the allowable decibel limit, the EPA 

indicated in a private phone call with the MRF that it would certainly not be raising the standard or 
keeping it the same. That leaves one option, lowering the decibel standard for motorcycles. The MRF is 
working with Congress to get the EPA to explain their intentions and motivations. The MRF is also 
working to meet directly with the EPA to further determine exactly is going on with this issue. You can 
view the actual EPA questionnaire on the MRF website at http://www.mrf.org/pdf/

EPA_questionnaire_June2010.pdf  

From NCOM News bits  
MYRTLE BEACH SUED AGAIN OVER NOISE LAW 
As Myrtle Beach prepares to adjust some of the 14 ordinances passed in 2008 to quell the May motorcycle rallies, 
including their city-wide helmet law and four other ordinances being invalidated by the stateôs high court, it faces yet 
another legal challenge that could require even more changes. Some residents and other motorcycle enthusiasts are 
suing the city again, this time hoping the Horry County Circuit Court will overturn the city's noise ordinance. Under 
the final version of the noise ordinance amendment, which gained final approval in March 2009, no vehicles except 
emergency vehicles can be louder than 89 decibels when measured from 20 inches away from the exhaust pipe, at 
a 45-degree angle, while the vehicle is idling. Bikers also must have an EPA issued sticker that states their bike 
meets federal noise reduction laws according to the municipal ordinance, but not South Carolina state law. 
  On June 15th, Virginia-based Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) attorney Tom McGrath filed suit in Horry County 
Circuit Court on behalf of local motel owner William OôDay, Horry County ABATE, and others who feel the city over-
stepped their authority in enacting muffler regulations that conflict with existing state law.McGrath's challenge to the 
city's helmet ordinance prevailed in the S.C. Supreme Court, with all five justices unanimously agreeing that the 
state has already covered the issue of who has to wear motorcycle helmets and that the city could not make its own 
rules because there must be a uniform traffic code. The noise ordinance wasn't included in the case the high court 
recently ruled on, he said, because the focus was on the helmet law. "They were issuing tickets left and right [under 
the helmet law]," he said. "No one we know had gotten a ticket under the noise ordinance. It's still sitting there, and 
the city has bought decibel meters, so we assume they are planning to use them. We felt we shouldn't let the ordi-
nance stay on the books." McGrath said he felt it best to give the Circuit Court the first chance to make the decision 
in this case. "Let's see if the judge will follow the Supreme Court's opinion," he told the Sun News. Meanwhile, the 
city of Myrtle Beach has mailed out refunds to those who paid fines when they received tickets for not wearing mo-
torcycle helmets. The city repaid nearly $14,000 in fines for 141 tickets it issued when the improper helmet law was 
in effect  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103566841853&s=1506&e=001Wyc1v-qAScY1IdSKyfVO-7nMDi5O0qqbbTaMuflfRSj5DVsWQoggV0ykm-luAJ9_XVKm4KBWV-qO9nW8P5Kw3JJbvLTvjODPnC6Cm1-tJM4rCAN1Bhttq6o4_Nppb46THanQmyzR5XJIKjXBxFmA_4hG5bm4IdIu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103566841853&s=1506&e=001Wyc1v-qAScY1IdSKyfVO-7nMDi5O0qqbbTaMuflfRSj5DVsWQoggV0ykm-luAJ9_XVKm4KBWV-qO9nW8P5Kw3JJbvLTvjODPnC6Cm1-tJM4rCAN1Bhttq6o4_Nppb46THanQmyzR5XJIKjXBxFmA_4hG5bm4IdIu
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Presidentôs Statement 

 

Greetings All,  
This year seems to have flown by so far. Three State meetings 
done with October remaining. We have been working on some 

major tax issue changes for the organization. Leadership from 
all chapters need to attend the October State meeting to be 
prepared to finalize upgrading for taxes to begin Jan. 1st of 

2011.  
We chartered a new chapter (Cleveland County) at the July 
State meeting, on a sadder note we lost CBA o the Pines. 

Sonny worked hard to keep this chapter alive, but not enough participation. We are 
trying to reach out to recruit new members and chapters across the state and we 

need your help.  
Terri Hairston our fomer State Information Director resigned her position before the 
July meeting. We are now in the process of holding elections for this position. Read 

more about the details in the Executive Council meeting minutes.  
Dale Carroll has stepped up and offered to oversee the production of a one time 

newsletter to come out to you the members before the election of the State Infor-
mation Director. We thank Dale for his efforts. I think you will like the new newslet-

ter.  
Now is time to prepare for the November banquet. Officer training and the banquet 
will be held 20 Nov. 2011. At the next BOD meeting, times will be set up forthat 

days events.  
Legislatively we are preparing for the long session to begin in 2011. The most recent 
activity has been looking out for "motorcycle only checkpoints". If you are aware of 

any, please notify Charlie Boone and Doc Ski.  

Thats it for now. Keep infomed, make plans to attend the next State meeting!  

 Regards,  

Randy Norris  

President, CBA/ABATE of NC, Inc.  

State Information Director Election  
Due to personal reasons, Terri Hairston has resigned as 

State Information Director. Nominations for the position 

were opened at the July 18th Executive Council meeting.  

The nominations will close August 28 2010. The State Sec-
retary will have the ballots to the chapters no later than 

September 3 2010. Chapters must turn in their ballots to 

their District Coordinator no later than October 8 2010. 

The District Coordinator will tabulate the votes and re-

port the results to the State Secretary no later than Octo-

ber 13 2010. The results will be announced at the October 

17th State meeting.  
All Candidate resume`s received by publication deadline 

are on page 16  

 
For a full listing of all candidates , please check the web 

site www.cba -abatenc.org  

All submissions for 

the Annual CBA 

Calendar must be 

submitted to Ugly 

Charlie no later 

than the October 

16/17 state meet-

ing. Please contact 

Charlie  

919-269-4193 

fbird54@  

bellsouth.net  
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RAMBLINGS FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT  
.     

We are gaining more supporters within the legislature every year. Raleigh chapter 

President Jean Dasnoit and I visited with several of them on the legislative opening 

day this year, and all of them seemed glad to see us there.  

On the national level, both the MRF and the AMA keep tabs of legislation affecting 

motorcyclists. The work that they do is extremely important to all SMROs. I urge you 

to join both of the organizations, both for the monetary support and for the education 

that they give you on federal legislation.  

We have had successes in many fronts over the last year. The MSAP program contin-

ues to grow with over 10,000 students reached last year, and this yearôs total should 

exceed that. The program has also received a $1,000 grant from the AMA, thus show-

ing that MSAP is receiving national attention for its success. There has been some progress made with the 

NCDOT on getting motorcycle safety messages displayed on the electronic signs on our major highways. 

That effort has been led by Gaston Co. CBA members and while we havenôt yet gotten satisfaction on this 

issue, progress has been made and I believe that it will eventually be implemented.  

One of the biggest concerns that we have for this year is the use of motorcycle only roadblocks. We feel that 

any stop that discriminates due to mode of transportation is illegal, and that law enforcement is using this as a 

method of writing helmet tickets en masse. The training film that the GHSP has distributed to all law enforce-

ment agencies throughout the state is also a concern. This film has inaccurate information on how to identify 

a ñnon DOT approvedò helmet, and leads law enforcement to believe that they are qualified to make such 

identification.  

The corporate restructuring continues to advance; this will all be finalized by the end of the year and will 

make our organization stronger. As a final note, please support chapter rides and events throughout the state 

whenever possible. A good time is always had by all, and the friendships that you establish can last a life-

time. Hope to see you at these events. Until then, ride safe. 

 

Must present valid CBA membership card,  
Can not be combined with other discounts  


